Dear Parent/Carer 
As part of the academy’s journey towards outstanding we are continually driving to improve student standards, especially in terms of uniform and presentation. Full school uniform is expected to be worn at all times and these expectations extend into PE where a full academy PE kit is to be worn for all lessons.
The academy PE kit is clearly outlined on the academy website but to clarify, the PE kit is:
· Academy polo shirt with embroidered badge
· Academy rain jacket with embroidered badge - future option to be confirmed
· Plain black thigh length shorts or plain black jog bottoms
· Plain black football socks or PE socks
· Suitable footwear
· Safety equipment when required (eg. shin pads, astroturf boots and gum shields)
· Jewellery and long nail extensions must not be worn as you risk injuring yourself or other students. 
There are also some additional guidelines to follow:
· Plain black is considered clothing without piping, stripes or excessively large logos
· Suitable footwear is considered to be clean trainers with ample support and cushioning for most activities. Pumps and ankle boots are NOT considered suitable
· A change of socks is important in order to maintain good personal hygiene and reduce the possibility of ailments such as athlete’s foot. Football socks are preferred in order to cover shin pads during football and hockey
· Activities such as football will require astroturf boots which provide protection in a tackle.
The PE kit has been chosen to develop a sense of team and community cohesion, to reinforce the high standards set by the academy, to give value for money and keep pupils safe and warm. The academy polo shirt is only stocked by Davensport (Bramhall Lane, Davenport - www.tash.co.uk - 0845 345 9077) but other items like black socks, shorts and tracksuit bottoms can be bought cheaply from outlets such as Sports Direct. 
It is also worthy to note that pupils with medical concerns are, within reason, still expected to bring kit and participate as a coach or official. It will be the teacher’s decision if the pupil is required to get changed. Any medical concerns need to be accompanied by a signed note in the pupil’s organiser.
PE staff have already started to challenge pupils with incorrect kit but some leeway has been given. However, from September, all pupils in all year groups are required to wear full and correct PE kit.
I am aware that some pupils may at time have difficulty purchasing kit and as a department we are always open to discussion with parents/carers to come up with interim solutions.
In the mean time, if you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me either by phone or email.
Kind regards
Mr A Thomas
Director of Sport and Enrichment
