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ENGLISH LANGUAGE (AQA Spec B)
                      
About the Course

The course will help you develop the writing skills you acquired at GCSE, but will also examine language itself, its sounds, words and structures.  You will investigate different types of language: spoken, written, accent, dialect, the language of politicians or any social group.  You will learn a lot more about the language you speak, write, read; how to analyse it, use it, and improve your understanding of language and its role.

Entry Qualifications

5A-C at GCSE including English Language.
Unit 1 Categorising Texts 

This unit will introduce students to methods of exploring and understanding spoken and written language in use. E.g., how does audience, purpose and context impact on the production and reception of texts.  The unit also explores language and social contexts and how language changes to fit these e.g.  Do we communicate differently in our different roles?  How and for what purpose?  How do the powerful use language to retain power?  Do the sexes communicate differently?  How are our cultural values reproduced through writing and speaking?

Unit 2 – Creating Texts 

A chance to develop your own expertise as writers, by requiring you to write for different audiences and purposes of your own choice. E.g. Entertain us with a radio script, promote your favourite band, report on your team’s recent progress, persuade a group to be environmentally friendly. 
Assessment

Unit 1:  A two hour externally marked exam comprising of two questions ( 60%)

Unit 2:  The production of externally marked coursework.  Two pieces of coursework with accompanying commentaries  (40%)
Popular Subject Combinations

AS English Language will complement and enhance understanding of most subjects.  Many combinations include: English Language with Law and History, Language with Psychology, Government and Politics, Language with Maths and Art, or indeed Language alongside Literature and Art.  English Language will complement any other study at AS Level.


Possible Progression

Most students continue onto A2 study in their second year of study to form their A Level in English Language.  However, AS courses can stand alone.  Most employers and Universities prefer A Levels. 
 
Possible careers and HE progression

An English Language A Level can lead to most courses at University/Higher Education.  Most Universities value an English Language A Level, as do employers, as it demonstrates an ability to articulate and write at a high level.  The course can lead to a career in law, journalism, broadcasting, media, teaching and education, PR, editorial writing, and management among many others.                          






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































