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AS/A LEVEL - GEOGRAPHY (AQA Spec B)
Entry Qualifications:

Grade C GCSE Geography provides an excellent foundation for the course. The strong emphasis within the course on written work makes a GCSE English Language at grade C or above desirable. GCSE Mathematics at grade C or above would also be advantageous especially for Geographical data analysis and interpretation.

About the Subject:

Geography is a dynamic subject in a rapidly changing technological world. A Level Geography is a popular course which focuses on questions, issues and problems which arise from the inter-relationships of people with their environments and the questions, issues and problems which arise from these relationships. The course uses an enquiry based approach to learning thus encouraging a variety of teaching and learning styles. You will acquire a number of transferable skills during the course which include discussion, debate, report writing, evaluating and researching information effectively using a variety of techniques and analysis. It also provides opportunities to consider moral, cultural and political dimensions and the significance of human values to problem solving and decision making.

Suitable Subject Combinations:

Geography is a useful bridging subject between the Arts and the Sciences. It combines successfully with a wide variety of A Levels from a range of disciplines.

Course Content: 

You will have the opportunity to study two units for the AS level. 

These include: 

Unit 1 – Physical and Human Geography which examines both physical and human Geography and the interface between each of these disciplines. The physical content focuses on rivers including causes of flooding and its management. In addition, coastal environments will be studied. The human content focuses on population change examining the social, economic and political implications of population change and the reasons for this. Contemporary health issues including global, national and regional variations will also be studied including the factors influencing this. 

Unit 2 – Geographical Skills develops the use and application of a variety of geographical skills including enquiry based learning from fieldwork and secondary sources. Application of knowledge from Unit 1 and skills to unseen information/resources, with reference to fieldwork will be examined. 

A2 Level – Second year of the course: During the second year you will study two additional units for the A2 level.  These include:

Unit 3 – Contemporary Geographical Issues which is a combination of both physical and human Geography. Physical geography includes plate tectonics and hazards such as volcanoes and earthquakes and weather and climate with associated hazards such as storms in the UK and global warming. These are studied at a variety of scales and looks at the challenges facing human populations today within the natural environment. Human Geography topics include world cities, studying contemporary urbanisation and sustainability issues in urban areas. Contemporary conflicts and challenges such as multiculturalism in the UK, separatism within and across national boundaries and global poverty are also studied. 

Unit 4 – Issue Evaluation Exercise examines the range of geographical skills, knowledge and understanding between different aspects of Geography covered in the AS and A2 course. Skills of analysis, synthesis and evaluation are developed. You will be expected to interpret and analyse a range of data and resources provided to you in the form of an Advanced Information Booklet. This is carefully studied in preparation for the external examination. 

Special Features of the Course:

Fieldwork is an integral part of the course. There will be a rolling programme of visits throughout the two year course. There may also be the opportunity to participate in an overseas residential visit such as Iceland. There will also be the chance to attend local and national Geographical conferences and learning will be supported by a range of external guest speakers both academic and vocational.

Assessment:

Assessment includes a variety of techniques. This includes formal written examinations including essays (research based), data response questions and issue evaluation exercises. The practical component is examined as part of AS Unit 2 and A2 Unit 4 and allows the opportunity to develop appropriate geographical fieldwork and investigative skills. 

Progression: 

Many of the skills you acquire will be useful in both further study and the workplace. The subject is directly relevant to careers such as surveying, town and country planning, landscape architecture, environmental work, water companies, National Parks and conservation groups, meteorology, teaching, transport and tourism.







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































