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GCE MUSIC
AQA AS GCE Music 

AQA A2 GCE Music
Entry Qualifications:
Grade A at GCSE Music
About the Course

The above courses will provide students with the knowledge and experience required for all forms of further and higher education in Music.  It will give them understanding, and encourage appreciation, of all music genres in all contexts.

We feel that the course is:
Appealing - Areas of Study chosen for their interest to all students and with much scope to use music technology and Accessible - easy to follow, with a choice of Areas of Study.
.

Units 1 and 4 (written units) aim to build on the knowledge and skills students have gained through:
· GCSE

· performance qualifications from other organisations

· their own experience.

Units 2 and 5 (composing units) offer opportunities for students to:
· use music technology

· improvise

· present conventional submissions in staff notation

· acquire music techniques of the Western classical tradition.

Units 3 and 6 (performance units) enable students to demonstrate their skills:
· as soloists

· in ensembles

· by performing on a second instrument

· by using music technology.

Assessment and Examinations
AS Examination

Unit 1 – MUSC1

Written Examination: Influences on Music lasting 1¾ hours 

80 marks (30% of the total AS marks, 15% of the total A Level marks)

Students are given structured questions using a CD of musical excerpts.

Students then answer two essay questions, one question from a choice of two based

on the set work from the compulsory Area of Study and one question from a choice of two based on a second Area of Study.

Unit 2 – MUSC2

Composing: Creating Musical Ideas Externally Assessed

Coursework 60 marks (30% of the total AS Marks, 15% of the total A-level marks)

Students respond to one brief from a choice of three.

Briefs will be released to Students on 1 November in the examination year.

Unit 3 – MUSC3

Performing: Interpreting Musical Ideas Internally Assessed lasting for 10 – 16 minutes 

80 marks (40% of the total AS marks, 20% of the total A-level marks)

Students offer two performances (each 5-8 minutes) from a choice of six, including

opportunities for using music technology.
A2 Examination

Unit 4 – MUSC4

Written Examination: Music in Context lasting 2¼ hours 

100 marks (20% of the total A-level marks)

Students are given structured questions using a CD of excerpts. Students then

answer two essay questions, one question from a choice of two based on the set works

from the compulsory Area of Study and one question from a choice of two based on a new Area of Study.

Unit 5 – MUSC5

Composing: Developing Musical Ideas Externally Assessed

Coursework 60 marks (15% of the total A-level marks)

Students respond to one brief from a choice of three.

Briefs will be released to Students on 1 November in the examination year.

Unit 6 – MUSC6

Performing: A Musical Performance Externally Assessed lasting for 15 minutes 

60 marks (15% of the total A-level marks)

Students will offer two (or more) contrasting pieces to form a short programme, as a

soloist or using music technology or a combination of these.
Student Progression

We believe that the GCE Music course enables students to choose a path

best suited to their needs. This could be within the music industry, academic study or

purely for interest.  It will give them a life-long enjoyment and understanding of music as a

listener or performer, at any level.  Many employers feel that a person who has a strong musical background will show a superb work ethic, excellent team-building skills and a flair for creativity. 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































