Why is HegartyMaths different?
We understand other Maths online platforms are very well embedded in schools and it’s a big change
for any school to try HegartyMaths. To help you make the right decision for your school, your needs
and what you are looking for in a maths programme we have listed the 6 key main differences
between HegartyMaths and other offerings:
1) Quality in which the maths is presented.
The videos are in detail, explain “why" as well as “how”, link to prior learning/pre-requisites, cover all
minimally different cases and, essentially” mimic a great classroom teacher but provide that for
students at home.
This depth and quality provides the rigorous maths that is needed for the new GCSE curriculum and
promotes deep rather than shallow learning. We have over 800 skills and 150,000 assessment Qs.
It helps students of all attainments due to the care with scaffolding, quality explanations and depth.

2) Quality of the assessments. We have hand-written all of these to exactly match the content in
the video so the students are no longer able to say they don’t get it. The explanations in other
systems are sometimes not detailed enough and do not help students who are struggling. HM takes
away this excuse from children and gives them the support and help they need to do great homework
and actually learn. Like having a good tutor at home when you are stuck.
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See pic below for example of how quiz and video are matching
(this takes away pupils who complain that they don’t remember from lesson or can’t do it). Also if the
student is stuck on a question just pull up the help they need to allow them to get the question correct
and learn.

The careful scaffolding in the questions preserves confidence and ensure the student is tacking all
the cases of a certain skill and not just the easy stuff.
3) The granular tracking. The system shows you everything the child has done:
-

-

Their score for every assessment,
The actual answer a student types in for every single question they ever do (other systems do
not show you what the students type in and only gives you a summary score. This makes it
impossible as a teacher know with accuracy what the students do or do not understand),
how long the student spent on their homework,
how long your students spent on every individual question;,
how much of the video they watched.

This allows a teacher to focus in on making the children genuinely work hard. Students love
worksheets as they copy each other in form period and put in mere seconds sometimes into their
homework and teachers then have to go and mark it (spending hours). With HM there is nowhere
to hide for students not working.
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Often the best marking a teacher can do is challenge the effort of the student who is not trying and
make them start trying.
Once they are trying then the specific maths help should come.

Here is an example:

In this example (a teacher view) the student did the assessment 6:48am so presumably just before
school in a rush, watched none of the video, spent 18 seconds on the Q and then says “I don’t get
it”. For me this is unacceptable effort for homework and the student should be in detention.
Other systems do not give you this insight and HM allows teachers to focus on making sure children
are working hard and not wasting precious teacher’s time marking homework with poor effort.
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Here’s another example:

In this case, the student does not watch the video, says they don’t get it and the teacher writes a
worked answer. The student does not warrant a worked answer as they are not trying hard
enough. The video would have explained this exact Q and the student should be making more effort.
The tracking also helps teachers diagnose problems for their students with ease and use the data to
set appropriate intervention. It also helps teachers with their workload and marking.

4) How we work with schools to get HM working. Being teachers we know how best to embed the
systems in school. We work closely with the schools to support them embedding HM and any
technical issues schools have. We know a piece of tech is just a piece of tech unless used well and
we really care about HM used well. This is why we closed down the free trial system and invited
applications - too many schools were not using the system well so we needed to reduce this number
so we could work with the schools using it to ensure it is embedded well.

5) IMPACT. It is making a huge difference to the schools using it and you can easily and
quantifiably measure that gain and show the impact the site is having.
Here are 2 examples:
Example 1: Here is a screenshot of a school’s Y11s and how many hours they have done on the site
in this time (closing in on 450 hours) - nearly 19 hours a pupil in the class in the last month. This is
equivalent to almost 5 extra maths lessons a week.
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Example 2:
Also at the click of a button you can get a report for your whole school of every pupil, their time and
effort on the site and their Qs. As such, you can reward hard work regularly as well as
their performance on all the 800+ skills in maths . (the spreadsheet below spread out over 800
columns to the right) This is progress over time on a whole school basis and done efficiently.

The top using schools have used it to generate over 11 hours of learning across a 1000+ school this
hard term - you could think of as over one extra maths lesson a week for every child in the school
whilst reducing teacher workload and giving them the data they need.
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6) Helping teachers with workload and focus on what matters most.
Two recent reports really articulate the issue for many students and teachers in schools. They Key
Stage 3 Wasted Years Report and recent NCETM guidance on marking (supported by OFSTED).
Links attached.
Key Stage 3 Wasted Years
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/459830/Key_Stage_3_t
he_wasted_years.pdf
NCETM Maths Marking Guidance
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/public/files/40764571/Secondary+Marking+Guidance+(October+2016).pdf
The Wasted Years Report says often homework at KS3 is inadequate. Teachers are too stressed
and busy with complex exam class marking and so younger pupils are not set challenging, high
quality and regular homework.
Also the NCETM guidance on marking (attached) says:
"The most important activities for teachers are the designing and teaching of the lessons.
Marking and feedback strategies should be efficient, so that they do not steal time that would
be better spent on lesson design and preparation. Neither should they result in an excessive
workload for teachers. Ofsted has confirmed that no aspect of these guidelines is in conflict
with the contents of the School Inspection Handbook and ‘myth-busting’ information.”

This is why we built HegartyMaths….

HegartyMaths allows the highest quality home learning (for all year groups from Y6 to GCSE) and
reduces wasted teacher time so they can focus on what matters most – delivering high quality
lessons day in day out.

