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Covid 19 Catch-Up Premium and Curriculum Expectations 2020/21 – Executive Summary 
 
The DfE has allocated £650 million to be spent on ensuring all pupils have the chance to catch up 
and supporting schools to enable them to do so. Whilst headteachers will decide how the money is 
spent, the Education Endowment Foundation has published guidance on effective interventions to 
support schools. For pupils with complex needs, schools should spend this funding on catch-up 
support to address their individual needs. There is also an allocation of £350 million for a National 
Tutoring Programme, intended to deliver proven and successful tuition to the most disadvantaged 
and vulnerable young people. 
 

The DfE has also set out the following Curriculum Expectations, to ensure that all pupils – 

particularly disadvantaged, SEND and vulnerable pupils – are given the catch-up support needed to 

make substantial progress by the end of the academic year. 

Education is not optional 
All pupils receive a high-quality education that promotes their development and prepares them for 
the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life. 
 
The curriculum remains broad and ambitious 
All pupils continue to be taught a wide range of subjects, maintaining their choices for further study 
and employment. 
 
Remote education 
DfE asks that schools meet the following key expectations: 

1. Teach an ambitious and broad curriculum in all subjects from the start of the autumn term, 
but make use of existing flexibilities to create time to cover the most important missed 
content…In particular, schools may consider how all subjects can contribute to the filling of 
gaps in core knowledge, for example through an emphasis on reading. 

2. Aim to return to the school’s normal curriculum in all subjects by summer term 2021.  
3. Plan on the basis of the educational needs of pupils. Curriculum planning should be 

informed by an assessment of pupils’ starting points and addressing the gaps in their 
knowledge and skills. 

4. Develop remote education so that it is integrated into school curriculum planning.  
 

Specific points for key stages 4 and 5 

The majority of pupils in year 10 and 11 are expected to continue to study their examination 
subjects…In exceptional circumstances, it may be in the best interests of a year 11 pupil to 
discontinue an examined subject…School leaders are expected to make such decisions in discussion 
with pupils and parents and informed by ongoing assessment of a pupil’s progress and wellbeing, 
using the existing discretion that schools already apply on these matters. 

Pupils in years 12 and 13 are more likely to undertake self-directed study, but may still need 
additional support. Discontinuing a subject is therefore likely to significantly limit choices for further 
study and employment, so is expected to be rare. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/national-tutoring-programme/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/national-tutoring-programme/
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Schools should set out how they will allocate the additional funding to support curriculum recovery 
this academic year. The EEF guidance suggests a 3-tiered* approach: 

1 Teaching 

• High-quality teaching for all 

• Effective diagnostic assessment 

• Supporting remote learning 

• Focusing on professional development 
 

2 Targeted academic support 

• High-quality one to one and small group tuition 

• Teaching Assistants and targeted support 

• Academic tutoring 

• Planning for pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)  

3 Wider strategies 

• Supporting pupils’ social, emotional and behavioural needs 

• Planning carefully for adopting a Social and Emotional Learning curriculum  

• Communicating with and supporting parents 

• Supporting parents with pupils of different ages 

• Successful implementation in challenging times  

• Ofsted will conduct interim visits to schools between 28 September and December 2020 
and will discuss with school leaders how they are ensuring that pupils resume learning the 
school’s curriculum, including contingency planning for the use of remote education and the 
use of catch-up funding. 
 
 

 UL Academies should set out their planning for the use of the Catch-Up funding, including 
their use of the National Tutoring Programme, using the attached template. 

 
 Plans should be shared with Local Governing Bodies and the Regional Director at or before 

the T1 meeting, as well as made available to Ofsted should HMI visit. 
 

 United learning planning for curriculum recovery and catch-up is fully detailed in our Catch 
Up Strategy and Guidance. Our guidance expands on the 3 tiers* and gives further 
information on our extensive provision to support curriculum recovery and catch-up:  

 

United Learning Curriculum 
(pupil- and teacher-facing resources) 

Bespoke Quizzing Platform 
 

Rosenshine TLAC Retrieval Practice 

Oak National Curriculum 
(lessons written by UL advisers) 
 

Whole School Reading 
Programmes 

Common Assessment 
Frameworks 

Hegarty Sparx  Seneca 

Knowledge Organisers NGRT Midyis  
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Catch-up Premium Plan 

Academy Stockport Academy 
 

Allocated funding (Catch-Up) £79,560 

Number on roll (total) 994 Allocated funding (National 
Tutoring Programme) 

 

% Pupil Premium eligible pupils 40% Number in sixth form 0 
 

Issues identified from September 2020 as barriers to learning (e.g. curriculum gaps / literacy / attendance / 
wellbeing) 

• Gaps in students knowledge and understanding in both Core subjects and subjects across the curriculum 
 

• Literacy and reading ages haven’t had the chance to progress as far as would normally be expected 
 

• Attendance has been affected by the amount of students isolating due to Covid (although the figures 
remain high otherwise) 

 

• Wellbeing of students has been affected resulting in some students not wanting to attend school and/or 
struggling with the pressures of school 

 

• The transition program for Y7 was badly affected due to school closures through Covid. 

• Pastoral/Home issues/Mental Health 
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• Computer access and computer literacy continues to be an issue for some students especially as we 
move towards a more digital set-up, particularly for those who are isolating 

• Accuracy and reliability of the data that is immediately available is reduced due to the last strongly 
reliable data collection being from February 

• Breakfast isn’t currently available due to the canteen being a holding area for one year group in a 
morning. 

 

Teaching and Whole School Strategies 
 

Year Group Actions Intended impact Cost 
KS3 and KS4 Form time reading/numeracy and specific intervention. Students gain universal access to ambitious and 

appropriately pitched texts from an agreed canon. The 
exposure to a wider vocabulary will support students’ 
understanding and ability to learn more effectively 
across the curriculum. Some students will instead 
access numeracy where there reading is on/near the 
expected standard, but their maths/numeracy is further 
behind. This again should widen their mathematical 
skills and enable students to access more of the 
curriculum across the academy. KS4 will be placed into 
form groups that most suit their needs in building back 
up confidence/knowledge and have form time 
intervention delivered by subject specialists. i.e. Some 
students will be in English/reading forms, some maths, 
some science and so on. 

 

50% reading 
intervention 

support 
worker 
£10,936 

 
English Tutor 

£9900 
 

Numeracy 
£12,744 
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Staff Staff CPD including the need for pace and challenge in lessons plus 
extra guidance in delivering online learning. Continued focus on 
Rosenshine/TLAC 

Quality first teaching remains the single most effective 
strategy for closing learning gaps. As a school we will 
continue with as much evidence based CPD to help 
remind, inform and develop staff’s curriculum delivery 
techniques. 

Teacher 
training - 

£9180 
 

Support staff 
training - 

£4590 
KS3 and KS4 Leaders to track and monitor catch up strategies closely looking at 

low effort – high impact successes and continually refining practice 
to ensure learning gaps are closed in the most effective and timely 
manner. 

A focus on curriculum sequencing and RAG rating each 
curriculum subject area will help leaders target specific 
subject domain knowledge students are not yet secure 

in. A cycle of plan – do – review will also support 
leaders’ understanding of effective catch up in the 

classroom. 

£7389 

Y11 EPS 
 

All Year 11 will have an extra hour of lesson time per 
day in EPS (Period 6). They will be in all subjects over a 

two week cycle with core subjects visited twice over 
two weeks. 

 

KS3 and KS4 Assessment and Reading age tests 
 

In school assessments and NGRT testing will identify 
students’ current attainment/reading age and provide 
support about how best to improve this. School leaders 
will then provide catch up and intervention that focuses 
on reading age support. The mid-year and end of 
academic year tests will provide schools with an impact 
report and view improvements made and next steps. 

 

£5077 

Y7 Transition and Summer School 
 

Year 7 were provided with at least one transition day 
each through the summer holidays. All students had 

the opportunity to visit the school which then included 
a tour and some school-based activities to help them 
settle back in prior to fully returning to a new school. 

Year 7 were also then given a specialised programme of 

Staffing - 
£4761 
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introduction to the school over their first three full days 
in school in September. 

KS3 and KS4 Live lessons online/home learning programs 
 

Students who are unable to be in school can still access 
the curriculum through a variety of sources including 
use of the UL hub, Oakwood Academy online platform, 
class charts (see below), Microsoft teams and the 
online resources used across the school (see below). 
The impact of this will be students keeping up and not 
just catching up with subject knowledge. 

 

See below 

KS3 and KS4 Online learning platforms 
 

Students have access to a wide range of online learning 
including Hegarty Maths, Sparx, Bedrock Vocabulary, 
GCSE Pod, Educake and more. These platforms will be 
used by leaders/classroom teachers to set work which 
will enable students to catch up on areas of weakness 

seen through lessons etc and set as homework. 

£5,520 

KS3 and KS4 Home Learning Class charts will be used to set and monitor homework 
across all year groups. Staff will set and mark off 

submission on the online platform which students who 
are in school or isolating will be able to see and 

complete. Leaders (curriculum and pastoral) will use 
this to track areas of weakness/under performance. 
Parents have also been invited on to the app to drive 

up participation and engagement. 

Class charts 
£2840 

Total Cost 
Allocated cost from catch up Grant 

£72937 

 

 Targeted Strategies 
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Year Group Actions Intended impact Cost 
KS3 and KS4 Catch up classes Targeted support and catch up for specific students 

identified as having significant gaps in learning due to 
extended school closure. This will focus on English and 
maths and has subject specific teachers deliver bespoke 
schemes of work to meet the students’ needs. This 
includes additional curriculum time from a range of 
different areas. 

£2550 
numeracy and 

literacy 
resources 

 
£2600 

teaching costs 

KS3 and KS4 Chromebooks Chromebooks will be provided (with an internet dongle 
if needed) for student who can’t access home learning. 
These will go to students who are self-isolating in the 

first instance but to more than that where/when 
available. 

Chromebooks 
£11,500 

 
Dongle - 
£1280 

KS4 G04/Alternate Provision An out of class study support room for students who 
are struggling, for a variety of reasons, to settle back 

into mainstream lessons after a prolonged break. 
Teaching staff will deliver one-to-one or small group 

work to match students’ curriculum choices/needs. For 
those who are in dire need, we will look to find 

alternate provision should it be needed to help them 
access as much school/learning as possible. 

£2600 out of 
school 

provision 
 

Teaching 
Costs £12745 

 
 

KS4 Future holiday catch up sessions Staff will deliver additional catch up days to help with 
students who have fallen behind where they need to be 

in their GCSE courses. Some of this has already 
happened over the summer holidays and more will 

occur in the future holidays. 

£8567 

KS4 Maths/English tutoring 
 

After school tutoring will be delivered to students most 
in need by subject specific specialists to help catch up 

areas of weakness. 

£9900 

KS4 Twilight 
 

After school sessions will be run by staff for students 
who need to spend extra time catching up on 

coursework/course content that they need to have 
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completed to meet expectations with their chosen 
subjects. 

Total Cost 
Allocated cost from catch up Grant 

£51742 

 

Wider Strategies 
 

Year Group Actions Intended impact Cost 
KS3 and KS4 Attendance Support Specific support staff continue to have operational 

presence in following up on daily student absence. All 
absence is followed by a first day phone call from one 
of the pastoral or attendance team. Home visits are in 
place for those who are serial absentees or off for 
multiple days at a time. Attendance stands at over 95% 
for the school which is in line with previous years. 

£105,263 

KS3 and KS4 Counsellor An in school counsellor has been appointed to work 
with our students and address possible problems 

arising from lockdown and the current Coved situation 
amongst the other problems she may deal with 

regarding mental health etc. 

£21,903 

KS3 and KS4 Rewards 
 

The academy will continue to use Class Charts to award 
students Merits for good work/contributions to the 
academy. Both Parents and Pupils can now see their 

merits at home through the Class charts website/app. 

Prizegiving 
and rewards 

£14,080 
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*Please note the total costs above include some spending from the PP and SEN monies given to the school but still form part of the overall catch up plan 
so have been included here to provide a full picture of the catch up plan. The allocated £79560 catch up funding spend will not be counted towards any 
other premiums spending. 

KS3 and KS4 Breakfast The Academy is working in conjunction with a national 
charity to deliver free breakfast for every student who 
wants one, every single morning. This should drive up 
punctuality, attendance and engagement in lessons, 

especially for our most disadvantaged. 

Free 

    

Total Cost 
Allocated cost from catch up Grant 

141246 

Summary Catch-up Grant allocation 
Strategy Cost 

Teaching and whole school  
Targeted  

Wider  

Total £251026 

Allocation £79560 


