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wo of our Year 11
Art students have
been crowned
winner and runnerup of United
Learning’s national Art
Competition.

creation was inspired by a
meeting with Al, a man
experiencing homelessness in
her local community.
Through her drawing, Billie
wanted to capture his
positivity and cheerfulness
and show that, regardless of
The annual competition
the different situations
encourages young artists to
people may find themselves
showcase their artistic talents
in, everyone is the same at
by creating an original piece
heart.
of artwork. The top four
students now hope to see
Speaking about her piece,
their work exhibited at the
Billie said: “Al’s smile
acclaimed International High conveyed much more than his
School Arts Festival in Tokyo, words. Somehow, although
with the winner also
our lives were so far apart we
receiving an all-expenses paid had found in just a few
trip to Japan to see their
minutes, through a kind
artwork on display in person. gesture, a connection. It was
a connection which said ‘we
Billie took home the top prize
are the same, we are people,
for her drawing ‘AL’. Her
and I care’.”

Closely following in second
place was Farah, for her piece
‘Pride in my Hijab’. With her
drawing, Farah wanted to
capture the power and
strength of her inspiration,
Dalia Mogahed, and
showcase the significance of
the hijab.
Stockport Academy Principal
Mrs McCann said: “We are
absolutely delighted for Billie
and Farah, who clearly put
their all into their artwork
and have received
phenomenal recognition. We
strive to offer our students an
Education With Character
and are so proud as a school
of what these students have
achieved.

www.stockport-academy.org | Twitter : @sptacademy | Instagram/Facebook: @StockportAcademy
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Principals’ Message
It has been another
eventful term at Stockport
Academy, and as always
there is so much to
celebrate - although this
term ended in an
unprecedented way.

Mrs Janine McCann,
Principal

Mr Frank McCarron,
Executive Principal

with first prize being a
once in a lifetime trip to
see their piece of Art on
display in Tokyo
personally.

We are excited to be
working towards
There have been a
welcoming yet another 210
phenomenal number of
students in Year 7 for
after-school clubs this
September 2020 as the
term, over 40 trips, many school continues to
of which will support
grow. To keep them busy
students in their further
at home we have
life and career
competitions and
choices. We have been
information being sent out
reaccredited for our
in preparation for their
Inspiring IAG Gold award in exciting transition to
recognition of the quality secondary school. We have
of information, advice and had a tremendous
guidance for careers in
response to our ‘Starting
school.
Secondary School’ Poster
Competition - judging
This term has had many
them all will be an
highlights; two of our
students secured both first incredibly tricky task as the
standard is so high!
and second place in the
United Learning
Throughout this newsletter
International Art
you will read about some
Competition; this is a
fine examples of what
phenomenal achievement makes Stockport Academy

such a thriving community;
from British Science Week
and our Art Showcase
Evening to our annual Year
7 Residential in North
Wales.
I am incredibly proud that
students have embraced
our online learning
strategies with maturity
and resilience and at great
pace as the situation has
demanded over the latter
half of this term. I am
really looking forward to
seeing everyone back in
school as soon as possible,
so that we can celebrate
our achievements during
this period of enforced
closure.
Wishing all of our staff,
students, governors,
families and members of
our local community a
restful and happy Easter
break.
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Science Week Celebrations

We celebrated British Science Week with a bang, smoke and flames as students and staff participated in
some amazing demonstrations and activities to really bring the subject to life.
In addition to extra practical sessions during lessons that included witnessing the effects that smoking a
cigarette can have on a person’s lungs and studying the rate of photosynthesis in pondweed, students had
the opportunity to take part in a Science-related activity every day after school.
One of the most popular activities was a Science-themed ‘Escape Room’, with students set the task of
cracking a code by solving a series of scientific conundrums. Over the course of the week, teams
competed to set the fastest time, with the winning team taking just 30 minutes and 29 seconds to finish
all of their tasks.
Year 10s Callum, Emi, Katie-Lee, Abigail and Evie enjoyed a pizza lunch as a well -deserved prize.
Of course, it wouldn’t be Science Week without a special display from Head of Science Mr Campbell, who
put on two shows – one for Year 5 students at St Matthews Primary and another for Stockport Academy
students in the Main Hall. The audience weren’t left disappointed – with plenty of gasps and cheers
throughout!
Mr Campbell said: “British Science Week is the perfect reason to celebrate all things Science and it’s great
to see everyone at Stockport Academy get into the spirit of it all! Thank you to all staff and students who
contributed to another amazing week.”
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Kingswood Capers
Year 7 students had the time of their lives after spending three days away from home on our
annual residential in North Wales.
Over 80 students travelled with staff to Kingswood on Wednesday morning, and after a brief
tour of the facilities and dropping their bags off at their rooms, they launched straight into
their first activities.
Groups had the chance to have a go at a wide range of challenges and tasks including Jacob’s
ladder, climbing, abseiling, caving, fencing, balance beams, night line (a blindfolded walk
through the woods) and team tech – a building activity using giant construction sets.
At the end of the first day, everyone had their tea before going straight to the disco, which
ended with a dance-off with other schools!
The next day was just as action-packed, with students continuing to try different activities before enjoying some downtime playing pool in ‘The Hub’. In the evening, everyone sat around a
campfire toasting marshmallows while playing games and singing.
On the last day, the groups got involved in their final activities and packed up to go home. The
bus ride back to school was particularly quiet, with many enjoying the opportunity for a
snooze after a non-stop couple of days!
Co-curricular co-ordinator Ms Foster, who organised the trip, said: “We had an amazing time
at Kingswood and our students behaved impeccably throughout. They coped brilliantly with
working outside of their comfort zone - boosting their confidence and helping to improve their
teamwork skills.
“We all enjoyed a couple of days making memories that will no doubt last a lifetime.”
As you can see from the many photos that were taken during the visit, it looks like everyone
had an amazing time!
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Readathon Ready
Elsewhere, we rewarded students who had
excelled in recent reading tests, with special
Literacy Award badges up for grabs for those
who scored highly and sweets on offer for
students who had achieved a high level of
progress.
Student spent the last lesson of the day with
their form groups, as the entire lesson was
dedicated to reading.

We celebrated World Book Day with a range of During this time, we also officially launched our
Readathon – a sponsored event where students
literary-themed activities across the school,
including the launch of a sponsored ‘Readathon’. have set their own targets to read as much as
they can to raise money for the ‘Read For Good’
In the library, Mr Clarke’s legendary golden
Charity. To find out more about this,
ticket book hunt returned, with students
visit www.readforgood.org
frantically searching the shelves of the library
Literacy Co-ordinator Mrs Cawsey said: “At
trying to find the hidden vouchers and win a
Stockport Academy, we are passionate about
prize. Students also had the chance to win
reading and the Readathon is the perfect event
chocolates by completing book-themed word
for us to raise money for a good cause and
searches.
indulge in a good book at the same time.

Booking An Author Visit
We were visited by an award-winning children’s
writer in the run-up to World Book Day, who
delivered three brilliant sessions to help
students develop their creative writing.
Annabel Pitcher, author of ‘My Sister Lives On
The Mantlepiece’, ‘Ketchup Clouds’, ‘Silence Is
Goldfish’ and ‘The Last Days Of Archie Maxwell’,
spent the day with students in Years 7, 9 and 10.
In the first class of the day, Annabel spoke with
Year 7s about how she became a writer, before
taking part in a Q and A session.
Year 9 and 10 students enjoyed a creative
writing masterclass, with Annabel sharing her
expert tips on how to set a scene, start and
develop a story, and use subtlety to creative
‘terrifying writing’.
Literacy Co-ordinator Mrs Cawsey said: “It was
brilliant to have Annabel spend the day with us
and share her insight into what makes a

successful writer. The experience our students
have gained through the techniques and advice
they have picked up throughout the day is
invaluable.
“We all really enjoyed the day and it was great
to pick up some writing tips from one of the
best in the business!”
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Head Girl Hattrick
One of our Year 11 students has completed an
unprecedented hattrick after being recognised
for the third time in three years for a national
anti-racism award.

Head of Art and Design Technology Ms Stirling
said: “Evie is an exceptional artist, and has
achieved something incredible with her latest
win in this competition.

Head Girl Evie won the Year 10+ Artwork and
Creative Writing Category for the Show Racism
The Red Card Award, having previously
clinched the title in 2018 and 2019.

“We are all so proud of her and she totally
deserves this, having put in hours and hours of
her own time to create a beautiful piece of art
with such an important message behind it.”

This year, Evie really wanted to reflect the
football element of the competition in her
artwork, and cleverly incorporated language and
equipment into her design to create her winning
piece.
She spent many hours puting her ideas
together on a computer with her dad, before
drawing it by hand and adding colour.
Evie is now hoping to be able to attend the
awards ceremony later in the year.

Art Stars Of The Show
Over 600 pieces of artwork were put on display prizes on the night, with some art sets up for
as we opened our doors for our annual Key
grabs for the well-deserving winners.
Stage 3 Art Showcase.
Head of Art and Design Technology Ms Stirling
Taking place over the course of two hours after said: “Students demonstrated a high level of
technical skill and creativity and it was
school, the event was attended by students,
their families and Stockport Academy staff who wonderful to
see such a
were all keen to see some of the outstanding
work created during the first term of the year. high turnout
of visitors to
Each year group had been creating sculptures
appreciate the
based on different themes, with Year 7 focusing hard work that
on ‘Sweet Treats’, Year 8 on ‘Hogwarts’ and
went into
Year 9 on ‘Fantastic and Strange’. Students
creating their
came up with their own interpretation of the
sculptures.”
themes, with inspirational end products that
included some interactive pieces, some with
moving parts and even some that lit up!
Every sculpture was judged by our Art
department staff, with Ms Stirling and Ms
Higgins picking five of the best entries to win
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Going For Gold
Our Year 9 students put their scientific know-how building a tower of dry spaghetti to hold a weight.
to the test in a ‘Physics Olympics’ competition,
The group did brilliantly in all of the challenges
coming away with one of the top prizes!
and came third in the rocket task, however they
truly excelled in a round called the Fermi Quiz
The team competed as one of 32 schools from
around the North West, as they spent the day at (named after the famous nuclear physicist), which
involved them using their estimating skills and
Bolton School to pit their wits against several
standard form to answer a series of questions.
challenges.
After achieving the highest score, they came
Students were asked to design and build a boat
away with the gold medal.
that could hold as many marbles as possible, and
build a rocket to Science Teacher Mr Cox, who organised the trip,
launch and land said: “The standard of competition was
on a target. They exceptionally high and our students can be
were also tasked incredibly proud of what they have achieved.
with a
“To come first in one of the challenges and third
mechanical
in another is a phenomenal achievement, and
challenge
confirms what we already knew - we truly have
involving the use some talented young scientists attending
of electricity and Stockport Academy!”

Playing Politics
Members of our Student Council and Scholars
Club spent the day in London learning first-hand
about the British political system.
The group of 24 students from Years 8-10
travelled to the capital by train before getting
the underground straight to the Houses of
Parliament, where they enjoyed a two-hour tour
of the world-famous building.
During the tour, they visited the House of
Commons and witnessed MPs discussing a bill on
additional NHS funding, before spending time in
the House of Lords, where peers were
scrutinising a bill on how drones would be used
in modern warfare.
In the afternoon, the group enjoyed a special
workshop focusing on how a general election
works. They split into groups to represent
different political parties, drew up their own
manifesto and identified funding sources to
support their proposed policies, before running
the election itself.

There was still time for more sightseeing before
the end of the day, with students visiting the
chamber where Henry VIII and Guy Fawkes were
tried before taking a stroll down to Buckingham
Palace – watching the changing of the Queen’s
Guards on the way.
Mr Taylor, who runs the Stockport Academy
Scholars Club, said: “Students were engaged
throughout and behaved impeccably as they
learned about modern democracy and will bring
back that invaluable knowledge into their
everyday lessons.”
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A Term In Tweets
What’s being said on social media? Follow us @sptacademy

Keeping In Touch
Don’t be a stranger! We love to hear what our students and their
families are up to and it is so easy to stay connected with us online!
Visit www.stockport-academy.org to check out our website, while
we can also be found on the following social media sites…
Twitter: @sptacademy
Facebook: @StockportAcademy
Instagram: @StockportAcademy

Group emails
Group emails allow you to get in touch with staff quickly.
Simply use the relevant email address and include the staff
member you wish to contact in the message. You will get a
Contactwithin
us: 48 hours during term time.
response
Post: Stockport Academy, Heathbank Road

Cheadle Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP
Pastoral Managers email and direct dial telephone numbers:
Transition, Years 7 and 8
linda.mccann@stockport-academy.org
Year 9 and 10
sarah.shaw@stockport-academy.org
Year 11
danielle.james@stockport-academy.org

0161 362 4226
0161 362 4252
0161 362 4293

Contact us:
Post: Heathbank Road, Cheadle Heath,
Stockport SK3 0UP
Telephone: 0161 286 0330
Email: enquiries@stockport-academy.org

Group emails—faculty addresses
english@stockport-academy.org
Phone:
0161 283 0330
maths@stockport-academy.org
E-mail:
enquiries@stockport-academy.org
science@stockport-academy.org
Website:
www.stockport-academy.org
humanities@stockport-academy.org
(includes
Geography, History, RE)
Twitter: @sptacademy
technology@stockport-academy.org
(includes Art)
ict@stockport-academy.org
(includes Business Studies, Computing and ICT)
expressivearts@stockport-academy.org
(includes Drama, Dance, Music)
mfl@stockport-academy.org
(French and Spanish)
pe@stockport-academy.org

Have your say….
What would you like to see in the newsletter?
Is there something you particularly like or
dislike? Please tell us by emailing
chris.prince@stockport-academy.org.

