
 

Curriculum Statement Religious and Social Education 

Intent 

Religious Education is concerned with the deep meaning that individuals and groups make of their 
experiences and how this helps them give purpose to their lives. The purpose of Religious Education 
is to help pupils to reflect upon the experiences and the mysteries of life and the contribution of 
religious and spiritual dimensions. Religious Education should enable pupils to: 

• Acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the other principal 
religions represented in the United Kingdom and particularly in Sandwell; 

• Develop an understanding of the influence of beliefs, values and traditions on individuals, 
communities, societies and cultures; 

• Develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious and moral 
issues, with reference to the teachings of the principal religions represented in the United 
Kingdom and thereby develop confidence in their own beliefs and values; 

• Enhance their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development by: 
o developing awareness of the ultimate questions of life raised by human experiences, and 

of how religions can relate to them; 
o responding to such questions with reference to the teachings and practices of religions 

and other belief systems, relating them to their own understanding and experience; 
o reflecting positively on their own identity, beliefs, values and experiences in the light of 

their study; 
• Develop positive attitudes: 

o of respect towards other people who hold views and beliefs different from their own, 
and; 

o towards living in and contributing to an inclusive and caring community and a society of 
diverse religions. 

 
Alongside these aims within this department we also teach and substantial amount of PSHE and Ses 
and Relationship education. 

 
The aim of this part of the curriculum is to provide children with age appropriate information, 
explore attitudes and values and develop skills in order to empower them to make positive decisions 
about their health related behaviour.  The intent is that they will be equipped to be healthy and 
happy individuals, both physically and mentally.  
 

Implementation 

Currently in RE students have 2 hours a fortnight in ks3 and this is increasing in 2019/20 to 3hrs. At 

KS4 the time allocation is 5hrs a fortnight. 

At KS3 we teach the following core units: 

Year 7: 

• How it all began – an exploration into the different beliefs about the origins of the universe 

• Christianity 

• Islam 

• Ethics and Values 

• Relationships and Sex Education 



 

Year 8 : 

• Who am I? – an exploration of the origin of human beings, their value and uniqueness. 

• Judaism 

• Eastern Religions 

• Crime and Punishment 

• Relationships and Sex education 

Year 9: 

• Belief in God – an exploration into why people do and don’t believe in God 

• Rights and Responsibilities  

• The environment and medical ethics 

• Peace and Conflict 

• Relationships and Sex education 

Throughout the KS3 curriculum, through the KPIs, the students are assessed on their ability to retain 

knowledge, explain what they know and understand and evaluate key ideas. These skills all directly 

link to the GCSE curriculum.  

The Edexcel B RE syllabus is followed at KS4. This is assessed with two terminal exams at the end of 

year 11.  

Paper 1 – Religion and Ethics: Christianity 

Students study four units: Christian beliefs, Living the Christian Life, Marriage and the family and 

Matters of life and death 

Paper 2 – Religion, Peace and conflict: Islam 

Students study four units: Muslim beliefs, Living the Muslim Life, Peace and Conflict and Crime and 

Punishment 

Impact 

Students undertake formal assessment at the end of each unit of work. Each assessments models 

the GCSE style of paper. Both in KS3 and KS4 students sit two summative exams where they are 

assessed on the number of units they have covered at that point in the year. These assessments 

allow the department to track the students’ progress and identify both knowledge and skills gaps. 

The intent behind the KS3 curriculum is to prepare the students with a strong foundation for the ks4 

GCSE, both through the skills they learn and knowledge they acquire. 

We strive to ensure that all students access further curriculum opportunities through RSE. We do 

this by offering them the opportunity to attend a humanities film club on a weekly basis. There is 

also an LGBT+ group run within the department. We have worked closely with the Proud Trust and 

the Christians in Schools Trust to provide a variety of teaching and learning experiences. The 

department this year has teamed up with Christians in Schools to run a GCSE conference for all local 

Manchester and Stockport schools.  

We aspire for all students to leave the academy with the skills, knowledge and understanding of the 

world that enables them to be healthy, responsible and thriving citizens. For students who wish to 

study in this area for GCSE, we aim to support students in fulfilling their potential, helping them to 



 

achieve the highest possible results, progress and attainment in both so that they are well equipped 

to pursue a future career in this area should they wish to do so 

 


